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The present study aims to reveal “The science teachers’ positive attitudes on the chemistry
laboratory work”. This aim has two subsidiary questions: “What are the teachers’ perceptions
on Teacher Instruction Manual and Syllabus regarding chemistry laboratory work?” and
“What are the teachers’ perceptions on available facilities and methods used in conducting
chemistry laboratory practical work?”. The mixed methods approach was used to find out the
answers to these questions. The sample consisted of 75 science teachers selected from
secondary level, under the purposive sampling techniques to find out their positive attitudes
on chemistry practical work. The questionnaire and semi-structured interview schedule were
used as research instruments. Closed questions in the survey questionnaire for teachers were
used to collect quantitative data. Semi-structured interview schedule and open-ended
questions in the questionnaire were used to collect qualitative data. The percentage values for
closed questions were obtained, and thematic analysis was conducted to find out answers for
the above research questions. About 88% of the teachers in the sample responded “Yes” for
the question, “Do you feel that Teacher Instruction Manual needs revisions?”. Further, the
percentage values confirmed that covering the chemistry laboratory work in the syllabus was
not possible in the allocated time, and the Syllabus failed to make interest in chemistry
practical work among the students. The students’ dependence on teachers’ guidance is high
for practical work. Semi-structured interview also confirmed the above findings. Therefore,
Teacher Instruction Manual and Syllabus should be simplified, and the methods used in
conducting laboratory work should be in a productive manner to enhance students’ practical
skills.
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