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Postgraduate Institute of Science PGIS 
 

VISION 

To be an internationally renowned centre of excellence for Postgraduate Training,       

Innovative Research & Development in Sciences. 

MISSION 

To contribute to the development of a globally recognized society with social sensitivity, 

 ethical rectitude and economic prosperity to promote innovative research and outreach 

activities in an intellectually stimulating and a conducive academic environment 

VALUES 

The PGIS is guided by the following core institutional values in fulfilling its mandate in postgraduate 

education, research, and service to society: 

1. Academic Excellence 

The Institute is committed to maintaining the highest standards in postgraduate teaching, learning, 

research, and scholarly practice, fostering critical inquiry, innovation, and intellectual rigor across 

all scientific disciplines. 

2. Integrity and Ethical Conduct 

PGIS upholds integrity, honesty, transparency, and ethical responsibility in all academic, research, 

administrative, and financial activities, ensuring compliance with national regulations and 

international best practices. 

3. Research and Innovation 

The Institute promotes a strong research culture that encourages creativity, interdisciplinary 

collaboration, knowledge generation, and the application of scientific research for national 

development and global advancement. 

4. Social Responsibility and Sustainability 

PGIS is dedicated to addressing societal needs through science, promoting environmental 

sustainability, social sensitivity, and responsible use of knowledge for the benefit of communities 

and future generations. 

 

 



 

 

 

5. Inclusiveness and Equity 

The Institute values diversity, equity, and inclusiveness, ensuring fair access to postgraduate 

education and research opportunities and fostering a respectful, supportive, and collegial academic 

environment. 

6. Accountability and Good Governance 

PGIS is committed to accountability, transparency, and sound governance, ensuring responsible 

decision-making, efficient use of resources, and continuous institutional improvement. 

7. Collaboration and Partnership 

The Institute encourages collaboration and partnerships with national and international 

universities, research institutions, industry, and other stakeholders to enhance academic quality, 

research impact, and knowledge exchange. 

8. Student-Centredness and Professional Development 

PGIS prioritizes student development by providing a supportive academic environment that 

nurtures independent thinking, professional competence, ethical awareness, and lifelong learning. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Celebrating 30 Years of Excellence in 
Postgraduate Education (1996ς2026) 

The Postgraduate Institute of Science (PGIS) is a 

national institute established in 1996 by a Gazette 

Ordinance issued by the Minister of Higher 

Education, with the mandate to strengthen and 

promote postgraduate education, research, and 

development (R&D) in diverse scientific disciplines in 

Sri Lanka. The establishment of PGIS fulfilled a long-

felt national need for a dedicated institution to 

advance postgraduate training and high-quality 

research in science and technology, contributing 

directly to national development, innovation, and 

human capital formation. 

As a national institute attached to the University of 

Peradeniya, PGIS is located within the University 

premises and benefits from its rich academic 

environment, multidisciplinary expertise, and well-

established academic traditions. This close 

association provides an ideal setting for 

interdisciplinary teaching, learning, and research, 

while enabling PGIS to operate with a distinct 

postgraduate-focused mandate and institutional 

autonomy. 

Academic programmes of PGIS are conducted 

through eleven Boards of Study, in close 

collaboration with the Faculty of Science of the 

University of Peradeniya. Teaching and research 

supervision are provided by highly qualified and 

experienced academics and researchers drawn 

primarily from the University of Peradeniya, as well 

as from other nationally and internationally 

recognised universities and research institutions. 

Research training is supported by well-established 

laboratory and research facilities within the Faculty 

of Science, other faculties of the University, national 

research institutes, and PGIS-managed facilities. 

 

At present, PGIS offers PhD, MPhil, MSc, 

Postgraduate Diploma programmes, and Certificate 

Courses across a broad range of scientific disciplines, 

aligned with the Sri Lanka Qualifications Framework 

(SLQF Levels 9ς12). To attract and support students 

with high academic potential, the Institute offers a 

limited number of postgraduate scholarships and 

research support mechanisms. 

In addition to formal degree programmes, PGIS 

addresses the growing national demand for highly 

trained science and technology manpower through 

in-service training programmes, short courses, 

workshops, outreach activities, and consultancy 

services for public and private sector organisations. 

The Institute also conducts sandwich and 

collaborative postgraduate programmes in 

partnership with reputed international institutions, 

thereby enhancing global exposure and academic 

mobility for its students. 

Over the past three decades, PGIS has emerged as 

the leading institution in Sri Lanka in terms of the 

number of PhD, MPhil, and MSc graduates produced 

in the sciences, while consistently maintaining high 

academic standards and robust quality assurance 

mechanisms. The Institute has demonstrated 

sustained growth in research output, including 

publications in indexed journals, patents, 

consultancies, and research grants secured from 

both local and international funding agencies. These 

ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ tDL{Ωǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ 

generating long-term socio-economic value through 

advanced human capital development, research 

innovation, and national capacity building. 

PGIS has earned wide national and international 

recognition, attracting postgraduate students from 

across Sri Lanka and overseas. Its alumni serve with 

distinction in academia, research and development, 

industry, banking and finance, policy institutions, 

and numerous other sectors, both locally and 

internationally, contributing significantly to the 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

The Institute regularly organises national and 

international conferences, workshops, and short-

term training programmes on scientific issues of 

national and global relevance. The annual PGIS 

Research Congress serves as a flagship platform for 

postgraduate students and researchers to present 

and disseminate their research findings to local and 

international audiences, fostering scholarly 

exchange and innovation. 

As PGIS celebrates 30 years of excellence in 

postgraduate education (1996ς2026), the Institute 

reaffirms its commitment to quality, relevance, 

sustainability, and global competitiveness. Looking 

ahead, PGIS will continue to consolidate and 

strengthen its academic and research activities, 

enhance international engagement, support national 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 

evolving needs for advanced scientific and 

technological expertise.




























































































































































































